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Course Introduction / Overview:

This comprehensive training course provides an in-depth exploration of the complex legal and regulatory frameworks

governing real estate and property development across the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) region. In a market

characterized by rapid growth, ambitious mega-projects, and evolving legislation, a thorough understanding of the legal

landscape is paramount for success. This program is meticulously designed to equip participants with the critical

knowledge and practical skills needed to navigate property transactions, development projects, and investment strategies

within the unique legal systems of the GCC states. The curriculum delves into fundamental principles of property law,

drawing parallels with established global concepts, such as those discussed by Professor Martin Dixon in his seminal work

"Modern Land Law," while focusing on their specific application and adaptation within the region. Participants will

analyze everything from land acquisition and foreign ownership rules to construction contracts, off-plan sales regulations,

and dispute resolution mechanisms. BIG BEN Training Center has developed this course to bridge the gap between

theoretical legal knowledge and the practical, commercial realities of the GCC property market, ensuring delegates can

confidently manage legal risks and capitalize on opportunities.

Target Audience / This training course is suitable for:

Real Estate Developers and Project Managers.

Lawyers and Legal Consultants specializing in property or construction.

Investment and Asset Managers.

Banking and Finance Professionals involved in real estate lending.

Government Officials from land departments and regulatory authorities.

Corporate Real Estate Executives.

Compliance Officers.

Architects and Urban Planners.

Senior Real Estate Brokers and Agents.



Target Sectors and Industries:

Real Estate Development and Construction.

Banking and Financial Services.

Legal and Professional Services.

Investment Management and Private Equity.

Governmental and regulatory bodies.

Hospitality and Tourism.

Large-scale retail and commercial enterprises.

Sovereign Wealth Funds.

Target Organizations Departments:

Legal Affairs Department.

Projects and Development Department.

Investment and Portfolio Management.

Compliance and Risk Management.

Land and Property Management.

Finance and Acquisitions.

Contracts and Procurement.

Corporate Strategy.



Course Offerings:

By the end of this course, the participants will have able to:

Analyze the legal frameworks for property ownership and development in key GCC jurisdictions.

Navigate the regulations concerning foreign ownership of real estate.

Conduct thorough legal due diligence for land and property acquisitions.

Understand the intricacies of sale and purchase agreements, leases, and off-plan sales contracts.

Evaluate different real estate financing structures, including Islamic finance options.

Manage the legal aspects of the construction and development lifecycle.

Implement effective compliance and risk management strategies for real estate projects.

Resolve property-related disputes through litigation, arbitration, and other ADR mechanisms.

Assess the legal implications of emerging trends like sustainable development and prop-tech.

Course Methodology:

The training methodology for this course is designed to be highly interactive, practical, and engaging, ensuring

participants can immediately apply their learning to real-world scenarios. BIG BEN Training Center employs a blended

learning approach that moves beyond traditional lectures. The program is built around a series of in-depth case studies

drawn from actual real estate projects and legal precedents within the GCC. These cases will be analyzed in group

discussions, allowing participants to explore complex legal issues from multiple perspectives and share their professional

experiences. Interactive workshops will focus on practical skills such as contract review and risk assessment. Expert-led

sessions will break down complex regulations into understandable components, supported by practical examples and

Q&A sessions to address specific challenges faced by participants. Team-based exercises will simulate real estate

negotiations and dispute resolution scenarios, providing a safe environment to practice and refine critical skills.

Continuous feedback from the instructor will ensure a robust and effective learning experience, empowering participants

with the confidence and competence to excel.



Course Agenda (Course Units):

Unit One: Foundations of GCC Real Estate Law and Regulation

Introduction to the legal systems of the GCC states.

The influence of Sharia principles on property law.

Key types of property rights: Freehold, Leasehold, Usufruct, and Musataha.

The role and authority of Real Estate Regulatory Agencies (RERA) and municipalities.

Comparative analysis of foreign ownership laws and restrictions across the GCC.

Understanding land tenure and registration systems.

The legal distinction between onshore and free zone property regulations.

Unit Two: The Property Development Legal Lifecycle

Legal due diligence for land acquisition and site selection.

Navigating zoning, land use, and master planning regulations.

The process for obtaining construction permits and development approvals.

Understanding and negotiating construction contracts, including FIDIC.

Legal requirements for Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs).

Managing legal relationships with master developers.

Utility and infrastructure development agreements.

Unit Three: Real Estate Transactions and Financing

Drafting and negotiating Sale and Purchase Agreements (SPAs).

Regulations governing off-plan property sales and marketing.

Key provisions in commercial and residential lease agreements.

The legal framework for real estate escrow accounts.

Conventional and Islamic financing structures for property development.

The process of property registration and title deed transfer.

Legal aspects of real estate valuation and mortgages.



Unit Four: Advanced and Specialized Property Law

The legal framework for Jointly Owned Property (JOP) and owners' associations.

Regulations governing Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs).

Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) in real estate infrastructure projects.

Specific legal considerations for hospitality and leisure developments.

Rules governing industrial and logistics real estate.

Introduction to the emerging legal issues in PropTech and smart cities.

Cross-border real estate investment and transaction management.

Unit Five: Compliance, Dispute Resolution, and Future Trends

Anti-Money Laundering (AML) and Counter-Terrorist Financing (CTF) compliance in real estate.

Developing a robust legal risk management framework for projects.

The real estate litigation process in local GCC courts.

The role of arbitration and Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) in property disputes.

Managing claims and disputes during the construction phase.

The impact of national economic visions (e.g., Saudi Vision 2030) on property law.

The rise of sustainability regulations and green building codes.

FAQ:

Qualifications required for registering to this course?

There are no requirements.

How long is each daily session, and what is the total number of training

hours for the course?

This training course spans five days, with daily sessions ranging between 4 to 5 hours, including breaks and interactive

activities, bringing the total duration to 20 - 25 training hours.



Something to think about:

As GCC nations increasingly diversify their economies away from hydrocarbons, how might the evolution of property

laws—particularly concerning foreign ownership and sustainable development—serve as a primary catalyst or a significant

impediment to attracting long-term foreign direct investment?

What unique qualities does this course offer compared to

other courses?

This course distinguishes itself through its specific and comparative focus on the entire GCC region, rather than offering a

generalized overview or concentrating on a single jurisdiction. While other programs may cover real estate law in theory,

this training course emphasizes the practical application of legal principles in the context of real-world development and

investment challenges unique to the Gulf. It moves beyond simply reciting statutes to analyzing how regulations are

implemented and enforced in practice, using a rich portfolio of regional case studies. A key differentiator is its forward-

looking curriculum, which integrates critical contemporary issues such as the legal implications of PropTech, the growing

importance of sustainable development regulations, and the impact of national diversification strategies on the property

sector. The course is designed not just to inform but to empower, fostering critical thinking and strategic legal planning.

Participants will leave with a nuanced, cross-jurisdictional understanding that enables them to operate effectively and

compliantly across one of the world's most dynamic real estate markets, a level of depth and regional specificity rarely

found elsewhere.


