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Course Introduction / Overview:

Understanding customs valuation and tariff classification is fundamental for any company engaged in

international trade. Incorrectly classifying goods or undervaluing shipments can lead to significant penalties,

delays, and a loss of trust with customs authorities. This course, offered by BIG BEN Training Center,

provides a deep dive into the technical and legal aspects of these critical functions. We will cover the

principles outlined in the WTO Customs Valuation Agreement and the Harmonized System (HS) of

classification, which serve as the global benchmarks. The curriculum is designed to help participants

navigate complex scenarios, such as transactions involving royalties, special discounts, or related-party sales.

We draw on the expertise of global trade scholars like Dr. Alan V. Deardorff, a renowned economist

specializing in international trade theory and policy. His insights on trade barriers and policy are highly

relevant to the challenges faced in customs. The course will also reference key concepts from books such as

The Harmonized System Handbook, which is a practical guide to the classification of goods. By mastering

these principles, professionals can optimize their supply chain, ensure compliance, and mitigate financial and

operational risks. This program goes beyond a simple overview, providing the practical skills needed to

handle complex customs issues and create a more efficient and compliant import/export process.

Target Audience / This training course is suitable for:



Customs brokers and freight forwarders.

Import/export managers and coordinators.

Compliance and legal specialists.

Supply chain and logistics professionals.

Finance and accounting staff involved in international trade.

Internal and external auditors.

Government agencies and their equivalents responsible for customs administration.

Individuals preparing for customs certification exams.

Target Sectors and Industries:

Manufacturing.

Retail.

Automotive.

Technology.

Pharmaceuticals.

Consumer goods.

Agriculture.

Government agencies and their equivalents.

Target Organizations Departments:

Supply Chain Management.

Import/Export Operations.

Finance and Accounting.

Compliance and Legal.

Procurement.

Auditing.

Logistics.

Customs brokerage.



Course Offerings:

By the end of this course, the participants will have able to:

Master the application of the WTO Customs Valuation Agreement.

Accurately classify goods using the Harmonized System and its General Rules of Interpretation.

Analyze and manage complex valuation issues, including related-party transactions and royalties.

Develop an effective tariff classification database and internal control system.

Mitigate risks associated with undervaluation and misclassification.

Navigate the processes for requesting and managing binding rulings.

Conduct a self-assessment of their company’s customs valuation and tariff practices.

Course Methodology:



This training course is designed to be highly practical and engaging, using a mix of proven methods to

ensure a thorough understanding of the material. The curriculum includes detailed case studies that are based

on real-world customs scenarios, allowing participants to apply their knowledge to complex situations.

Interactive sessions and group discussions will encourage participants to share their experiences and solve

problems collaboratively. The program also features practical exercises, such as a tariff classification

workshop, where participants will practice classifying a variety of goods. We emphasize hands-on learning,

giving participants the chance to work with actual customs forms and documentation. Teamwork activities

will be used to simulate a collaborative compliance environment within an organization. Throughout the

course, trainers will provide constructive feedback to help participants refine their skills and build

confidence. BIG BEN Training Center is committed to providing a learning experience that is not only

informative but also equips you with the tools and techniques you need to excel in your role.

Course Agenda (Course Units):

Unit One: Introduction to Customs Valuation

The core principles of the WTO Customs Valuation Agreement.

The six methods of customs valuation.

Transaction value method and its conditions.

Adjustments to the price paid or payable.

Case studies in complex valuation scenarios.

The importance of proper documentation for valuation.

Unit Two: Fundamentals of Tariff Classification



The structure and purpose of the Harmonized System (HS).

General Rules of Interpretation (GRIs) for tariff classification.

Applying the GRIs to various types of goods.

Classification of composite goods and kits.

Understanding chapter, heading, and subheading notes.

Unit Three: Advanced Valuation and Special Cases

Valuation for related-party transactions.

Dealing with royalties, license fees, and proceeds of subsequent resale.

Valuation of software and digital products.

Managing customs value for goods on consignment and temporary importation.

Best practices for preparing for customs valuation audits.

Unit Four: Practical Tariff Classification

The process of requesting and utilizing binding rulings.

Developing and maintaining a company tariff classification database.

Common misclassification errors and how to avoid them.

Classification of parts, components, and accessories.

The impact of incorrect classification on duties, taxes, and compliance.

Unit Five: Building a Compliance Program

The link between valuation, classification, and other customs regulations.

Internal controls for customs valuation and tariff classification.

The role of technology in automating compliance.

Developing a compliance manual and training program.

Responding to and resolving customs disputes and inquiries.

Frequently Asked Questions:

FAQ:



Qualifications required for registering to this course?

There are no requirements.

How long is each daily session, and what is the total number of training hours for the
course?

This training course spans five days, with daily sessions ranging between 4 to 5 hours, including breaks and

interactive activities, bringing the total duration to 20 - 25 training hours.

Something to think about:

In a complex global supply chain, how might a single misclassification of a component affect not only the

final product’s customs value and duty but also the eligibility for preferential trade treatment under a Free

Trade Agreement?

What unique qualities does this course offer compared to other
courses?



This course stands out by providing a deep, specialized focus on the two most critical aspects of customs

management: valuation and classification. Instead of offering a broad overview of customs procedures, we

give you the detailed, practical knowledge needed to become a true expert in these areas. The curriculum is

built on real-world case studies and practical exercises that go beyond theory, allowing you to develop a

hands-on understanding of how to apply the WTO Customs Valuation Agreement and the Harmonized

System. We don't just teach you the rules, we teach you how to apply them to the most complex and

ambiguous situations you might face. This program is designed to empower you to not only ensure

compliance but also to strategically manage duties and optimize your supply chain. We use an engaging,

interactive methodology that promotes active learning and collaborative problem-solving. This approach

ensures that you will leave with a robust set of skills that can be immediately implemented in your

organization to mitigate risks and improve efficiency.


