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COURSE INTRODUCTION / OVERVIEW:

In today's interconnected global economy, the ability to accurately interpret and report on financial and economic events
is more critical than ever. This course is meticulously designed to transform journalists, writers, and communication
professionals into adept financial storytellers. It moves beyond surface-level reporting to instill a deep understanding of
market dynamics, corporate finance, and economic policy. Drawing on principles from seminal works like "A Random Walk
Down Wall Street" by Burton Malkiel, the curriculum emphasizes how to translate complex data into compelling,
accessible narratives for a broad audience. Participants will learn to dissect financial statements, analyze economic
indicators, and uncover the stories hidden within the numbers. BIG BEN Training Center has developed this program to
equip attendees with the analytical rigor of a financial analyst and the narrative craft of a seasoned journalist, ensuring
they can report with confidence, clarity, and authority in the fast-paced world of financial news and economic analysis.
This training provides a comprehensive toolkit for navigating the intricacies of financial markets and communicating their

impact effectively.

TARGET AUDIENCE / THIS TRAINING COURSE IS SUITABLE FOR:

e Journalists and Reporters covering business and finance beats.

e Editors and Content Producers in news organizations.

e Corporate Communications and Public Relations Professionals.

e Investor Relations Specialists.

e Financial Analysts seeking to improve their communication skills.
e Freelance Writers specializing in business and economic topics.

e Recent graduates in journalism, finance, or economics.

e Government press officers and communication staff.
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TARGET SECTORS AND INDUSTRIES:

Media, Broadcasting, and Publishing.

Banking and Financial Services.

Investment and Asset Management Firms.

Insurance Companies.

Governmental bodies, central banks, and regulatory agencies.
Publicly Traded Corporations.

Public Relations and Marketing Agencies.

Non-Profit and Advocacy Organizations.

TARGET ORGANIZATIONS DEPARTMENTS:

Journalism and Editorial Departments.
Corporate Communications.

Public and Media Relations.

Investor Relations.

Marketing and Content Creation.
Economic Research and Analysis.
Internal Communications.

Strategic Planning.
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COURSE OFFERINGS:

By the end of this course, the participants will have able to:

Analyze complex corporate financial statements, including balance sheets and income reports.
Interpret key macroeconomic indicators such as GDP, inflation, and employment data.

Report accurately on financial markets, including equities, bonds, and commodities.

Develop compelling narratives and stories from complex financial data.

Conduct investigative research into corporate finances and economic trends.

Understand and report on the role of central banks and monetary policy.

Apply strict ethical principles to financial and economic reporting.

Communicate complex financial topics clearly to a non-specialist audience.

Evaluate the financial health and performance of a company.

Identify and report on emerging trends like fintech and ESG investing.

COURSE METHODOLOGY:

The training methodology at BIG BEN Training Center is designed to be immersive, practical, and highly interactive. This

course rejects passive learning in favor of a dynamic environment where participants actively engage with the material.

The

contemporary economic news to deconstruct effective reporting strategies. Participants will work in collaborative teams
on practical exercises, such as analyzing an annual report, drafting a press release on earnings, and creating a pitch for an
investigative financial story. Interactive sessions, expert-led discussions, and peer-to-peer feedback are central to the
learning process, allowing for a rich exchange of ideas and perspectives. We emphasize hands-on application, ensuring
that theoretical knowledge is immediately translated into practical skills. This approach guarantees that participants

leave not just with notes, but with the confidence and capability to apply their new expertise directly in their professional

program is built upon a foundation of real-world case studies, examining both landmark financial events and

roles from day one.
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COURSE AGENDA (COURSE UNITS):

UNIT ONE FOUNDATIONS OF FINANCIAL JOURNALISM

e The role and ethics of the financial journalist.

e Understanding the global economic landscape.

o Key terminology in finance and economics.

o Differentiating between business news and economic reporting.
e Sources of financial information and data verification.

e The structure of financial markets and key players.

o Legal frameworks and regulations in financial reporting.

UNIT TWO DECODING CORPORATE FINANCE

e Reading and interpreting balance sheets.

e Analyzing income statements and cash flow statements.

Understanding earnings reports and shareholder value.

Key financial ratios and what they reveal.

e How companies raise capital through debt and equity.

Reporting on mergers, acquisitions, and IPOs.

Identifying red flags in corporate financial documents.

UNIT THREE REPORTING ON MACROECONOMICS AND MARKETS

e Understanding Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and economic growth.

e Reporting on inflation, deflation, and consumer price indices.

The role of central banks and monetary policy decisions.

Analyzing employment data and labor market trends.

Covering the stock, bond, and commodity markets.

Understanding currency markets and exchange rates.

Connecting macroeconomic trends to business and consumer impact.
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UNIT FOUR ADVANCED REPORTING AND STORYTELLING TECHNIQUES

e Data journalism for financial reporters.

Techniques for investigative financial journalism.

Turning complex data into compelling narratives.

Interviewing techniques for CEOs, analysts, and economists.

Structuring a financial news story for maximum impact.

Visualizing financial data for online and print media.

Building a beat and developing reliable sources.

UNIT FIVE THE FUTURE OF FINANCIAL REPORTING

e Reporting on Financial Technology (Fintech) and cryptocurrencies.

Covering Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) investing.

The impact of artificial intelligence on financial markets and journalism.

Understanding and reporting on global supply chains.

The rise of the retail investor and its media implications.

Building a personal brand as a financial journalist.

Final project: Developing and pitching a feature-length financial story.

FAQ:

QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED FOR REGISTERING TO THIS COURSE?

There are no requirements.

HoOW LONG IS EACH DAILY SESSION, AND WHAT IS THE TOTAL NUMBER OF TRAINING
HOURS FOR THE COURSE?

This training course spans five days, with daily sessions ranging between 4 to 5 hours, including breaks and interactive

activities, bringing the total duration to 20 - 25 training hours.

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT:

In an era of rapid-fire digital news and algorithmic trading, how can a financial journalist maintain the principles of

accuracy and in-depth analysis without sacrificing timeliness?
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WHAT UNIQUE QUALITIES DOES THIS COURSE OFFER COMPARED TO

OTHER COURSES?

This course distinguishes itself by holistically merging the analytical rigor of finance with the compelling art of journalism.
Unlike programs that focus solely on technical analysis or basic reporting, this training cultivates a dual expertise,
enabling participants to not only understand complex financial data but also to translate it into accessible, impactful
narratives that resonate with a broad audience. Its curriculum is uniquely forward-looking, dedicating significant time to
emerging and critical areas such as Fintech, ESG investing, and the economic impact of global supply chain disruptions,
ensuring participants are prepared for the future of financial reporting, not just its present. The emphasis on practical,
hands-on case studies and storytelling workshops moves beyond theoretical knowledge, building tangible skills and
confidence. Furthermore, the course places a strong emphasis on the ethical responsibilities inherent in financial
journalism, preparing professionals to navigate the moral complexities of a field where their words can significantly
influence markets and public perception. It is this integrated, future-focused, and ethically-grounded approach that

provides a deeper, more applicable learning experience.
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