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Course Introduction / Overview:

This comprehensive training course provides an in-depth exploration of professional legal writing, with a

special focus on drafting legal memos and defense pleadings. It's designed to equip legal professionals with

the advanced skills they need to construct clear, compelling, and legally sound documents. Participants will

get an understanding of the principles of persuasive legal writing, from structuring an argument to citing

legal authorities properly. We delve into everything from the initial research and outlining to the final polish

of a document, emphasizing clarity, precision, and adherence to legal standards. The course covers key

documents, including motions, briefs, and various types of pleadings. BIG BEN Training Center is proud to

offer a program that not only focuses on core legal principles but also incorporates rhetorical strategies and

the latest trends in legal writing. The course is built on the principles outlined by leading experts in legal

writing, like Bryan A. Garner, author of The Winning Brief: 100 Tips for Persuasive Briefing in Trial and

Appellate Courts, and Richard K. Neumann, Jr., known for his research on legal argumentation. Our

curriculum uses real-world examples and practical exercises, ensuring that participants can apply their

newfound knowledge immediately in their professional roles.

Target Audience / This training course is suitable for:



Lawyers and legal advisors.

Paralegals and legal assistants.

Corporate counsel.

Law students and recent graduates.

Judicial clerks.

Compliance officers.

Legal researchers.

Target Sectors and Industries:

Legal services and law firms.

Government agencies and ministries.

Corporate legal departments.

Judicial and court systems.

Financial services.

Real estate.

Consulting firms.

Target Organizations Departments:

Legal Affairs.

Contracts.

Compliance and Risk.

Litigation.

Corporate Governance.

Internal Audit.

Legal Research.

Course Offerings:



By the end of this course, the participants will have able to:

Draft clear and persuasive legal memos.

Construct well-structured defense pleadings.

Conduct effective legal research for a brief.

Apply rhetorical and persuasive techniques to legal writing.

Cite legal authorities properly and consistently.

Craft compelling arguments supported by evidence and law.

Understand the different types of motions and their purposes.

Edit and proofread legal documents for precision.

Adhere to the ethical standards of legal writing.

Course Methodology:



BIG BEN Training Center's approach to this training course is highly interactive and practical, with an

emphasis on hands-on learning and real-world application. We move beyond simple lectures, using a variety

of teaching methods that engage participants and reinforce key concepts. Drafting exercises are central to the

curriculum, allowing attendees to practice their legal writing skills on realistic scenarios. Group workshops

encourage teamwork and collaboration, helping participants develop communication and problem-solving

skills critical for complex legal documents. The program also uses peer review sessions to provide

constructive feedback and help attendees improve their writing. Additionally, we integrate interactive

sessions focused on the latest tools for legal research and writing, providing a clear and comprehensive look

at the modern legal landscape. Feedback is an important part of our methodology, with instructors providing

personalized insights and guidance throughout the course to help each participant grow as a legal writer.

Course Agenda (Course Units):

Unit One: Principles of Persuasive Legal Writing.

Foundations of effective legal writing.

Structuring an argument.

The importance of clarity and conciseness.

Understanding your audience, from judges to clients.

Using headings and formatting for clarity.

The role of rhetoric in legal documents.

Developing a writing style.

Unit Two: Drafting Legal Memos.



The structure of an objective legal memo.

The "IRAC" method: Issue, Rule, Analysis, Conclusion.

Drafting the statement of facts.

Writing a legal analysis.

The conclusion and recommendation.

Ethical considerations in legal memo writing.

Practical memo-drafting exercises.

Unit Three: Pleading Practice and Strategy.

Understanding different types of pleadings.

Drafting a complaint and an answer.

Motions to dismiss and other pre-answer motions.

The purpose and structure of defense pleadings.

Counterclaims and cross-claims.

Affirmative defenses.

Pleading standards and rules.

Unit Four: Advanced Legal Writing Techniques.

Crafting a powerful introduction.

Using footnotes and appendices effectively.

The art of quoting and paraphrasing.

Writing a winning brief.

Appellate advocacy writing.

Effective use of legal authorities.

Editing and proofreading for errors.

Unit Five: Legal Research and Case Management.



Conducting legal research for a brief.

Using legal databases and resources.

Citing cases and statutes correctly.

Organizing a case file for writing.

Managing deadlines and multiple documents.

Working with clients and senior lawyers.

The future of legal writing and technology.

FAQ:

Qualifications required for registering to this course?

There are no requirements.

How long is each daily session, and what is the total number of training hours for the
course?

This training course spans five days, with daily sessions ranging between 4 to 5 hours, including breaks and

interactive activities, bringing the total duration to 20 - 25 training hours.

Something to think about:

To what extent can the art of persuasive legal writing be considered a form of strategic storytelling, and what

are the ethical boundaries of this approach in a legal context?

What unique qualities does this course offer compared to other
courses?



This course stands out because it provides an integrated and practical approach to legal writing. It goes

beyond the theoretical, offering a curriculum that blends legal principles with the art of persuasive

communication. We understand that effective legal writing is no longer just about knowing the law, it's about

mastering the craft of presenting a case in a clear, compelling, and convincing manner. That's why we place a

significant emphasis on skills like rhetorical strategy, document structure, and precision, making sure

participants are prepared for the full range of legal documents they will draft. Our focus on practical

application through realistic drafting exercises, peer review sessions, and interactive lessons ensures that

participants don't just learn a concept, they master a skill. We also make a point of keeping our content

current, so it reflects the latest trends in legal writing and technology. This forward-thinking approach,

combined with the professional expertise of BIG BEN Training Center, makes for a program that is both

academically sound and immediately useful in a professional setting.


